4oo                             James L                           [1603-

is no subject for the tongue of a lawyer, nor is lawful to be
disputed.

It is fl^eiamand^b]as2Jiemy to digff3it&. wljaiJjoxL.can do :
good jIBHsj^                                             wilLrftVftal&Lin his

word, soifcj^ presumption and high contempt in^a_subject to
dispute what a king can do, or say that a king cannot do this
or that; but rest in that which is the king's revealed will in
his law.

A speech in the Star-Chamber on 20 June, 1616 (Works of James I.
ed. 1616, p. 556).

2. Prerogative and Parliament.

According to these fundamental laws already alleged, we daily
see that in the parliament (which is nothing else but the head
court of the king and his vassals) the laws are but craved by
his subjects, and only made by him at their rogation and with
their advice: for albeit the king make daily statutes and
ordinances, enjoining such pains thereto as he thinks meet,
without any advice of parliament or estates, yet it lies in the
power of no parliament to make any kind of law or statute,
without his sceptre be to it, for giving it the force of a law . , .
And as ye see it manifest that the king is over-lord of the
whole land, so is he master over every person that inhabiteth
the same, having power over the life and death of every one of
them: for although a just prince will not take the life of any
of his subjects without a clear law, yet the same laws whereby
he taketh them are made by himself or his predecessors ; and
so the power flows always from himself; as by daily experience
we see good and just princes will from time to time make new
laws and statutes, adjoining the penalties to the breakers thereof,
which before the law was made had been no crime to the
subject to have committed . . . And where he sees the law
doubtsome or rigorous, he may interpret or mitigate the same,
lest otherwise summwm jiis be s-umma injuria: and therefore
general laws made publicly in parliament may upon known
cespects to the king by his authority be mitigated and suspended
Upon causes only known to him.

As likewise, although I have said a good king will frame all